PREPARING THE MANIFESTO

plight to which the clique of visionaries and self-seeking
politicians at Westminster had reduced her It was
his duty to obey the call. To a man of Monk's ardent
patriotism such an argument could not appeal in vain
It was the argument which finally convinced him it was
his duty to move. Once resolved he characteristically
acted on the spot. While he himself went to ascertain
the state of the Treasury, Gumble was despatched to
Price's room to inform him he was to draw up a mani-
festo ; and thence he proceeded to sound such officers as
were to be trusted.

The manifesto took the form of a respectful letter to
the Parliament, reminding them that they had not yet
filled up their numbers nor passed any Electoral Bill, as
the very name of Commonwealth required them, and
hinting that the army could not in conscience protect
their authority unless they forthwith remedied their
neglect.

On Sunday evening after service those already in the
secret assembled in Price's room to approve the mani-
festo. It was resolved that it should be presented to the
army for signature, and the general proceeded to take
precautions against a refusal. Captain Jonathan Smith,
his adjutant-general, had been admitted to the secret con-
clave. Immediately the draft was settled Monk ordered
this officer to ride to the commandants of the neighbour-
ing garrisons, who were all men of the right stamp,
explain to them the step that was to be taken, and
induce them to adopt the necessary measures for pre-
venting the sectaries giving trouble. The general then
left the room. On the success of Smith's mission all
depended. The army was full of doctrinaire politicians.escue her from the miserablee was already considerably impressedns, and Nicholasake the Church.
